Clinical ototoxicity of teicoplanin.
No strong evidence of ototoxicity of teicoplanin can be found in the literature, possibly because of conservative definitions of ototoxicity. We performed audiometry over time to compare the ototoxicity of teicoplanin with that of cloxacillin as a non-ototoxic standard. The data were analyzed with a linear mixed-effects model. The hearing thresholds of 12 patients who were treated with teicoplanin for severe staphylococcal infections showed a slight but significant increase over time, whereas the thresholds of 5 patients treated with cloxacillin decreased significantly during treatment. This improvement in hearing with cloxacillin may be attributed to improvement of the clinical condition. This outcome implies that previous reports that suggest a lack of ototoxicity of teicoplanin potentially underestimate the risk and should be interpreted accordingly.